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Let us run with patience the race that is set before us. 
Hebrews 12. 1-3. 


Ir has been said that there are three requisites for missionary 
work in China. The first is patience ; the second is 
patience ; the third is patience. Certainly the Christian 
life itself whether in West China or elsewhere demands 
from first to last—patience. The race which we are 
called to run is no short, easy sprint; it is rather an 
endurance test. It demands not brilliant starters but 
plodding stickers. Those who are in danger of being 
overcome by weariness or depression are, therefore, 
exhorted to consider the Christ, who endured both the 
contradiction of sinners and the cross of shame. _ 

When Paul prayed for the Christiaris at Colosse he asked 
that they might be “ strengthened with all might according 
to His glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering 
with joyfulness”’ (Col. 1. 11). The coveted practical 
earthly consequence of the mighty heavenly enduement 
was to be the ability to stick it cheerfully. This is one way 
in which God’s grace is manifested and the Christ Himself 
magnified in our lives, by our patient continuance in well- 
doing. This is how onlookers are led to acknowledge that 
a more than human sustaining power is at work, and to 
give the glory to our Father who is in heaven. | 
- Thus the witness of our lives is often most effectively 
given not by what we deliberately say or do as Christians, 
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but rather by what we unconsciously are, and particularly 
by the way and spirit in which we face the things that come, 
-—and the more so when what they most demand is just 
patience. So in the midst of trials we are exhorted to 
remember that such proof of our faith “ worketh patience ”’; 
and that it is as patience has its perfect outworking in our 
lives that we ourselves shall be “ perfect and entire, lacking 
in nothing ” (James I. 2-4.) | 
Let us pray, then, for ourselves, and especially as readers 
of Four Streams for our Chinese fellow-Christians and for 
all missionary and Church workers in West China, that to 
us all this grace may be given day by day,—to endure 
steadfastly and to the end, that we too, whatever the cost 
may be, may finish our course with joy, and accomplish 

the ministry committed unto us. (See Acts 20. 24). 
A. M. STsss. 


LETTER FROM BISHOP BEVAN 


Bishop’s House, 
Chuhsien, 


Szechwan. 

5th, 1950. 
Dear Friends of the Diocese, . | 
It is wonderful to be sure, when things all around are 
_ changing so fast, that God is unchanging and that Jesus 
Christ is‘ the same yesterday, to-day and for ever. My 


message to the Diocese, to congregations recently visited, 


has been the heartening promise of our Lord made on the 


eve of His Crucifixion, “‘He (the Father) will give you 


another Comforter that He may abide with you for ever ”’. 
The Holy Ghost sent down at Pentecost came to live for 
ever with Christ’s Church and abide in the heart of each 


individual believer. This is our confidence for the Church | 
in the Diocese of Eastern Szechwan—and indeed for the 


Church in our sister Diocese and for the whole Church in 
China. One thought has been coming and coming back 
to me constantly, we must not be anxious for the Church 
in this land: | 

By the time that this is in your hands all will know that 
in May official spokesmen in the capital made clear what 
authority expects of the Church in China, that it will 
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become a Church of the Chinese people, independent of 

_ the help of the Church in other lands both in respect of =, 
men and money. To such a Church independent of — 
foreign ties, freedom of belief and of association will be > 
assured, though it is made plain that it will have to struggle 

F for its right to exist. That struggle, however, will make it 

| strong. These are days of revolution and of the greatest _ 

change in the life of the people ; the Church will have to 

pass through similar changes. 

Have we not in the past constantly been preaching the 
necessity for the Church to become independent, that is 
self-governing, self-supporting and self-extending ? That is 
all that is expected of it now. All the time we have been 
| helping, however, we have made the achieving of such 
; independence difficult. We have wanted to see the Church 
| independent, but we have been reluctant—from the best 
_ of motives I verily believe if I may trust my own heart and 

judge others by my own standards—to withdraw the help 

in men and money that we have been giving ; we felt quite 
rightly perhaps that the Church was not ready to be left | 
on its own. Now, however, in the purpose of God, 
pe political events are being permitted to exercise this discipline 
| _ of deprivation. How often in the history of the Church 
both of Old and New Testament times, have political events 

_brought about its liberation into a new phase of growth. So 
shall it be with the Church of God in China in these 
momentous times. Our Mission policy is being formed asI | 

___-write this and I have not yet heard what is being planned to 

| meet the wishes of the government ; this you will hear irom 

the different missionary periodicals. 
You can imagine how glad I am that my salataithins as 

Diocesan was put in so long ago, so that we have had these 
- months to*begin to prepare for the change of leadership. 

_ We are pressing on with the procedure which slow com- 
munications makes rather long drawn out. ‘The members 
of the Standing Committee wanted to wait till we gathered 
in session to discuss whether my resignation should or not 
be accepted, so this held things up as we did not meet till 
May 15th. Little discussion was needed to assure every 
member that it was most certainly a right step and we 
proceeded to plan for the election of my successor, which 
had to be done by post. On June goth, on my return from 
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a visitation in the Kwangan Deanery, those appointed as 
scrutineers checked the votes received and found that 
Archdeacon Ts’ai had the required canonical majority, 
so a wire was sent to the Chairman of the House of Bishops, 
who now has to see to the completion of the procedure by 
seeking to get the ratification of our election by the 
majority of Dio¢esan Bishops and Standing Committees. 
This again owing to the slowness of communications may 
take some time. 

One is encouraged regarding the future of the Church not 
only, if chiefly, by the promises of God, but also in measure 
by seeing the spirit in which God’s servant is facing the 
future. He has been speaking as a true leader; “ The 
Church should welcome these great changes and see in 
them the opportunity for the emergence of a Church 
independent in the very best sense of the term.” He has © 
seen that they will involve testings of faith and courage, 
and I believe he will go forward to meet them with a good 
courage and challenge others to do so too. © 

I know that you will pray for me in the process of handing 
over when the time for that comes. It seemed right before 
and seems doubly so now, that on handing over I should | 


_ finally sever my connection with the Diocese. The handing — 


over will involve many things besides just entrusting the | 

work to my successor ; but let your prayers be mainly 

concentrated on him and upon the Church and people to 

which he will become by God’s grace a true Father in God. 
| Yours in Christ’s Service, 

K. _G. Bevan (Bishop). 


THE SPIRIT IS WORKING 
IT is im 


possible for us to lift the veil and see the purposes of 
God behind any work of the Spirit, whether it be in the life 
of an individual or more widely in a group of people. 
What opened the door for the activity of the Spirit ? Was 
it a deep experience in the life of an individual, a surrender 
of the personality to God, or was it the prayers of one 
person in secret or of a group of believing souls far away ? 
Certain it is that there must be surrender of the individual 
will and that there must be fellowship with God in prayer. 
But here is one utterly surrendered and no visible fruit 
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appears as a result of his work ; there earnest prayer is 
made over long years and the answer is delayed. Why is 
God working specially in those parts of Nanpu and Kienkoh 
counties which form the Futsunyi Pastorate and not 
elsewhere? If we cannot fathom the mystery, let us 
thank God for the results and pray that they many be 
conserved. 

Fifty miles west of Nanpu there are several places within 
five or ten miles of one another where they have recently 
_ been seeing much blessing. The centre of it seems mainly 

‘to be at Yangchiawah, near the home of old Mr. Chang 
Hsiian-t’ang, who was ordained seven years ago under the — 
voluntary pastorate scheme and for the last four years till 
the end of 1949, when he retired, was in charge of the 
Futsunyi Pastorate. He is now over seventy and his eyes 
are troubling him a great deal. Not long ago he wrote and 
said that though he had officially retired, God was not 
allowing him to do so actually. Just after Chinese New 
Year special meetings for leaders of each of the small 
branch churches were held at Yangchiawan. The con- 


- ‘gregations of these small churches meet just in homes and 


have no regular church building. After these meetings Mr. 
Tu Song-shan of Szetzech’ang (Lion Market) opened a 
new centre in his home and already over forty are meeting 
there. This makes the sixth place of meeting in that area. 
“* As to the pastoral work,” writes old Mr. Chang, “Iam. _ 
_ very willing to do it so that they may become firmly 
- grounded. But my eye trouble is no better. Please pray 
_ for me that I may shine for the Lord and bring glory to 
His Name ’’. 
_ Another fifty miles further west, beyond F utsunyi market 
on the borders of Kienkoh county, lies another group of 
centres of light. Not long ago came a letter from 
Yuanshanch’ang from old Mr. Ren Tze-hsin a retired 
colporteur and Li Ting-hsin, telling of a hundred and 
forty new believers added to that congregation alone. 
Further on, based on the church in the home of Mr. Shang 
Yuin-seng of Wangchiaho, the Gospel has spread to three 
other places and services are being held regularly in each 
with an attendance of up to fifty or sixty. Some of the 
Wangchiaho Christians are making themselves responsible 
for leading worship and walking ten or twelve miles each 
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way todoso ; to one place it is a walk of over twenty miles. 
Mr. Shang, a farmer, wrote that about three months ago 
he held a special series of classes for a few days for two or 
three brethren from each of the new centres to train them 
to lead worship. They are needing a lot of new Bibles for 
the new believers. ‘These I am sending them. Owing to | 
various circumstances that need not be detailed, they were 
- afraid that many would not be able to buy till after the 
harvest ; however a special gift for Scripture distribution 


from Switzerland makes a grant possible. Though Mr. , 
Shang writes of certain difficulties, his letter is full of praise 
to God. 


This progress follows the pattern we envisage for the 
future of the Church in this land. It may all be an answer 
to your prayers ; but in any case, will you not pray earnestly 
for its continuance ?. 


PROGRESS IN THE KWANGAN DEANERY 


A RECENT short visit to the Kwangan Deanery proved most 
encouraging, for one could see how much God had been 
doing there since the end of the Sino-Japanese war. 
_ At Yochih we saw the fruit of last year’s concentrated 
work by a small team of three or four men and women, a 
series of evangelistic meetings being followed by instruction, 
then further series of meetings followed by further periods 
of instruction, going on for almost twelve months. On 
Sunday morning the Church was full for a service when 
five men and seven women were confirmed, all converts of | 
the last year. A number more are preparing for reception ~ 
and baptism. | 
_ Monday was a general holiday, the Fifth Moon Feast, 
and in the afternoon the city was thronged with holiday- 

_ makers, so that special preaching was arranged. How the 

_ people crowded in when the main doors on to the street 

_ were opened! The Church was packed out, but though it 
got rather stifling, some sat on through the whole four 
hours, during which besides quite a little singing, there were 
six speakers. It was grand to see the keenness of the new 
believers, fetching people in off the street and finding them 
seats. I'wo of them took part and spoke most acceptably ; 
one had before his conversion been an actor in a strolling 


> 
é 
4 


Diocesan Association for Western China Bulletin 7 


company. At the end of the meeting people were invited 
to write down their names if really interested in the Gospel, 
and then it was most encouraging to see several of the new 
believers having individual talks with people and then 
bringing them to Mr. Ma Tssai-seng, the evangelist who 


had been in charge of the meeting, to put down their. 
names. One young farmer I talked to for some time was 


very interested, but in spite of much exhortation he would 
not record any decision. However, on the way out he was 
seized by a bright-faced young man who continued the 
siege of Mansoul and it was a great joy to see him eventually 
bringing his man to Mr. Ma to record his decision to believe 


on Christ. Fourteen in all, mostly men, with just two > 


women, wrote their names that day. | 

That evening I thought over previous visits and what 
my impressions had been then. One had met a rather 
_ listless congregation of twenty or at most thirty and there 
seemed to be little going on. How different this time ! 
A spirit of fellowship, a sense of eagerness, evidence of real 
devotion were to be seen in that greatly increased congrega- 
tion. 

Back in Kwangan for the next Sunday one had again a 
full church in spite of pouring rain. There were twenty 


confirmees. ‘There too one felt there was a new spirit of 


interest. A newly elected Church Council met me after 
the service, all of the elected members but one being under 
thirty, bright educated young men and women. During the 


previous few days one had seen Dr. Armstrong with his | 
small keen medical team at work in the new dispensary, — 


seeing sixty or seventy patients a day, all of whom were 
hearing the Gospel as they waited for treatment. Back 


at the missionaries’ residence one heard the daily afternoon | 
reading class for women at work, a new venture which © 
seems popular with those who attend. It was not so 


much any great increase of activity that impressed one 
_ there, but the results of the past few years of faithful service 
which are now being seen. The vision and inspiration had 
been that perhaps of the senior missionary, but all, Chinese 
workers and their missionary colleagues alike, had been 
uniting té carry the work through. © 

With Mr. Davis I went on to Taishihch’ang where Mr. 
Wang Sheng-mo, living in his own home where the church 
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is built and still leading the congregation there though 

retired, presented thirty candidates for confirmation. We 
visited Mr. Chao Teh-sheng in Kwanyinkoh in passing 
through, but there was no service there and we went on to 
Hsiaochiach’i, the home of Miss Yang Chu-teh the lady 
~ worker whom we had left in Yochih. There in the central 
room of their house in the country the family and others 
gathered first in the evening for a preliminary meeting and 


then next morning for confirmations. There were just 


three candidates, all women, Miss Yang’s mother and 


sister-in-law and one other ; her father and brother, though | 


_ believing, have not yet been baptized. Then followed a 

service of Holy Communion, the first time that the sacra- 
ment had been administered in that place, and it seemed 
to me to be invested with a special meaning as if we were 


in a fresh sense claiming that home and district for the 


Lord Jesus and setting up the standard of the Cross in new 
territory. From now on all this work will be that of the 
_ Church in China, but it has been good to have helped to 


establish it and to have seen the good work of the mission- 


aries of the B.C.M. e. and their ee in these recent 
years. (K. G. Bevan, Bishop.) 
NOTES AND NEWS 


_ WirTH regret we have to report that the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
C. T. Song has recently tendered his resignation as diocesan 


Bishop of Western Szechwan. We hope to have a letter | 


from him for the next issue of the magazine which will give 
further details and perhaps some information of a possible 


successor. It is known that the Bishop has been in poor | 


health for some time past and has felt increasingly the 
burden of his present responsibilities. 

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Maxwell was planning to leave 
Hongkong on the S.S. Corfu on August 4th, due to arrive 
in England on or about September 5th, so should be at home 
_(D.V.) by the time this issue is in the hands of readers. | 

Someone teaching in a school where the Editor used to 
live writes : ‘“‘ Up to now, I still don’t quite understand 
whether I am teaching pupils or whether I am taught by 
them. In any case great patience is needed. 


Class work in the school is said to be of great importance, 


; 
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but because students have to do a lot of propaganda work in 
the city and villages, class work has ceased tobe important. — 
Everyone in the school tries to do some form of productive 
work. Miss X is not exceptional. When you come here 
ou must have some tomatoes from her farm. 

‘* People in the school are working hard. All feel very 
tired when the evening comes. But when you check up 
how much work you have done, there is really not much to 
show for it. 

“© We have 104 cntitl this term. For one reason and 
another many have left school. A large part of a Govern- 
ment Training School is on our premises. If these small 

friends are not welcomed on to the premises, then some | 
big friends would come along. | | 

*‘ Our nice big hall is now used to store wheat by the 
Government. The School is often like a market place, 
because when farmers come to pay their taxes they shout, 
they wander about, ask questions, etc., etc. We don’t 
regard this as an extra trouble. Instead, our pupils give 
them water to drink, help them to get their formal receipts, 
_and keep them in order before the measuring of grain, etc., _ 

takes place. 

‘“‘ As for the public bonds, all the school-teachers and © 
workérs bought a number between them. bought some 
too, so also did Miss X. 

_ “ Religious activities are not even mentioned in the 
school, but if people like, they can go and join in the Church 
services. But really all are so busy that even on Sundays > 


they can hardly find time to go to Church.” —_, 
Another letter from a second centre contains the following 
news : 


“Since I returned from Chengtu, a great change has 
taken place here. People come into the compound wanting © 
_ to see the houses and live in them. They have given us a 
great deal of trouble. These visitations are sometimes as 
late at 10 p.m. I dare not leave the place now therefore 
in order to visit out-stations. Fortunately Mr. Y. here can 
do this for me. Opportunities for work are very difficult. 
A few weeks ago a student of a Revolutionary College came 
here and bitterly opposed religion and Christianity. His 
attitude was very haughty. After talking with him, one 
found that he changed a little. He came again after 
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is built and still leading the congregation there though 
retired, presented thirty candidates for confirmation. We 
visited Mr. Chao Teh-sheng in Kwanyinkoh in passing 
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Hsiaochiach’i, the home of Miss Yang Chu-teh the lady 
worker whom we had left in Yochih.. There in the central 
room of their house in the country the family and others 
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believing, have not yet been baptized. Then followed a 
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but because students have to do a lot of propaganda work in 
the city and villages, class work has ceased to be important. 
_ Everyone in the school tries to do some form of productive 
work. Miss X is not exceptional: When you come here 
you must have some tomatoes from her farm. — 

“* People in the school are working hard. All feel very 
tired when the evening comes. But when you check up 
how much work you have done, there is saeie not much to 
show for it. 

** We have 104 pupils this term. For one reason and 
another many have left school. A large part of a Govern- 
ment Training School is on our premises. If these small 
friends are not welcomed on to the premises, then some | 
big friends would come along. : 

“ Our nice big hall is now used to store wheat by the 
-Government. The School is often like a market place, 
because when farmers come to pay their taxes they shout, _ 
they wander about, ask questions, etc., etc. We don’t 
regard this as an extra trouble. Instead, our pupils give — 
them water to drink, help them to get their formal receipts, 
and keep them in order before the measuring of grain, etc., 


takes place. 
“As for the public bonds, all the school-teachers and 


workers bought a number between them. ° I bought some 


too, so also did Miss X. 
' - * Religious activities are not even mentioned in the 
school, but if people like, they can go and join in the Church 
services. But really all are so busy that even on Sundays 


_ they can hardly find time to go to Church.” © 


Another letter from a second centre contains the following 
news : | 
‘Since I returned from Chengtu, a great change has 

taken place here. People come into the compound wanting 
to see the houses and live in them. They have given us a 
great deal of trouble. ‘These visitations are sometimes as 
late at 10 p.m. I dare not leave the place now therefore 
in order to visit out-stations. Fortunately Mr. Y. here can 
- do this for me. Opportunities for work are very difficult. 
A few weeks ago a student of a Revolutionary College came | 
here and bitterly opposed religion and Christianity. His 
attitude was very haughty. After talking with him, one 
found that he changed a little. He came again after two 
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days. I gave him a portion of the N.T. The last two 
weeks he has been coming to Church services. Mr. Z. 
(church-member) after talking to this young man, decided 
there was great hope for him. After the service this last 


_ Sunday he came up to me and shook hands warmly and his 


attitude was one of humility. We have started a baby- 


clinic and about twenty children have come each time we | 


opened. Before they are examined, we preach to their 
mothers. We hope soon to be able to open a dispensary, 
and this will be an added opportunity for preaching.”’ 
From still another place comes the following : 
“I had-rather an interesting experience the other day. 


One of the ex-Kuomintang army officers came up to me 


while I was studying Chinese while Pastor Tuan was out 
and asked me for a New Testament. (This officer was 
training at one of our stations but did not dare enter the 
Church.) I told him that they were $3,000 each and then 
he asked me whether he could be baptised as he was moving 
on home after three days. This was rather a fantastic 
request but he told me his home was up north and that he 
was afraid that the people had all fled from the nearest 
church, so I asked him whether he would like an examina- 
tion and he jumped at it. I asked him all sorts of questions 
about the Old Testament and New Testament which he 
‘answered promptly and well. I asked him why he wanted 
to be baptised now, and painted the gloomiest picture I 
could of persecution, difficulties, etc., (I felt quite nervous 
myself) and then asked him why he wanted to be baptised. 
He said, ‘ Before there was no purpose in being baptised. 
But now one must say one is a Christian if one really is’. 
I was quite impressed and passed him on to Pastor Tuan for 
baptism after only one lesson if the Pastor thinks fit. I 
really do think this is most exceptional.”’ 


oS Mienyang Prayer Needs 
CHURCH 


Praise for freedom for worship and other work, and for 


departure of all outsiders living on church premises. 

Pray—for a group of ten received as catechumens on 
Whitsunday. | 

—for Home Meetings in the houses of Christians each 
Thursday, a different place each week. . 


i 


ee This is a matter which needs much prayer. It is 


for China Bulletin II 


—for the possible starting of a Men’s Bible Class each — 


week. 
—Feng-Ku-Chin, where half the premises are occupied 


by the police, there is nobody i in 1 charge, and there is 
a general mess! 

ScHOOL 

Praise for the continuance of the school, and the overcoming 
of great difficulties. 


_ Pray—tor John Sung, who is carrying a very heavy burden, 


and for other Christian teachers, that in spite of 
their busy-ness they may be kept spiritually strong. 

—for the Christian Fellowship, which meets in the 

church on Sunday afternoons. There are about 
twenty when they can come, but sometimes other 
activities prevent any coming at all. 

—for plans for next term, for increase of numbers, and 
above all for one or two young teachers who are keen 
Christians. | 

WoMEN’s SCHOOL 
Praise for the continuance of the school, and free running 
in spite of soldiers in part of the buildings. | 


Pray—tor Miss Jo, for guidance in day to day problems, and 


for the maintenance of a spiritual tone. 
—for four students in the Training Class for future 


workers. 

—for an evangelistic meeting in the Church Guest Hall 
each Monday. 

more suitable students. 


From a recent letter from Mr. and Mrs. Iliff we gather 
these notes : 

* The new régime has not, so far, interfered with the 
work of the Church. We are subject to a few more rules 
and regulations than we were, but they are not many and > 
are quite reasonable. Amongst the soldiers of the Peoples’ 
Liberation Army we have found some Christians. They 
are few, but it gladdens one’s heart to meet even the few. 
To others we have been able to give tracts and portions of 
Scripture ”. Some of the church people are nervous of 
being seen with foreign missionaries, and the letter goes on 


to say : 


‘ 
| 
Che 
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_ prevalent in many places in China to-day. . . .. Pray that 
this spirit of fear may be cast out and the oneness we have in 


Christ emphasised. We sometimes feel that the Chinese 
believers need a wider vision of the universality of the 
Church ; that it is composed of all nations, kindreds and 
people and is not peculiar to China. What the future of 
missionaries in this land will be remains to be seen but of 
this we are certain : as long as the Lord has a work for us 
to do here, just so long will He keep us in China ; and He 
will supply our every need, ‘Spiritually, physically and 
men 

“It is a matter for praise and thanksgiving that the 
dissension and bickering amongst the church people has 
greatly diminished. The men chiefly responsible for the 
trouble were brethren who wanted to arrogate all the power 


to themselves—and the pre-eminence ; 3 John g. Before 


the liberation three left the city and have not returned. 
Of the other two, one has been re-elected on the church 
council, but the other’s name was not even suggested, so he 
has had perforce to take a back seat.” 

** Brigandage is very bad in the country all ssound. It 
is possible that there are groups and pockets of the old army 
which have not been cleared up. It makes travelling very 
dangerous and prayer is needed for all who have to take — 
journeys.’ 

Another letter, from Mrs. (Phyllis) Williams also 
mentions this last danger, for she writes that, on a recent 
journey, “‘ On three different occasions we were fired at by 
brigands. It was very terrifying to hear bullets rattling 
aes our heads and ripping through the roof of the 
ambulance in which we were travelling. It was a miracle 
that no one was hurt. The children with me in front were 
wonderfully calm. We all felt God’s presence with us in a 
very special way and I’m sure some of you must have been 


_ praying for us. You have no idea what your prayers mean 


to those of us who travel dangerous highways. 
‘* Now I must tell you something of the work in Lang- 
chung. It was a tremendous thrill for me to be back in 


hospital work again, and there was an added joy when, a 


-month after my arrival, an old friend and fellow-worker, 


Grace Wang, joined me there. . . . Grace has helped a 
great deal in spiritual work among the nurses. In these 
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days one realises more than ever how vital it is to have a 
Christian staff. ... We know unity is strength, and it is’ 
this we covet. Since our Nursing School opened six years 
ago and the work has been growing, the demand for 
nurses has been correspondingly on the increase. It has | 
not been easy to find Christian girls ; consequently we have 
had to accept for training some who are not Christians. 
There are very few, however, who, coming to us as non- 
Christians, leave us without having made the decision to 
follow Christ. Recently two of these have been baptised 
and six more second-year nurses are preparing for baptism. 
Among the latter there are two or three who need your 
prayers especially, that they may be truly converted. From 
time to time we have trouble with them and certain 
manifestations show that a true Christian spirit is lacking. 
Some of the new students are very difficult when they come 
tous ; only one of the eight was a Christian. The Nursing 
School Principal, Miss Ch’i, . . . invited Grace Wang to 
live for a month in the School and concentrate on doing 
spiritual work among them. At first the girls resented it, 
but Grace’s sympathetic approach and attractive presenta- 
tion of the Gospel gradually melted their hearts and won 
them for the Lord. Please pray for these young students. 
They are young in their nursing careers and young in the 


Christian Faith. We long that the Lord will do a deep 


work of grace in their hearts, that they may be good 
Christian nurses. 

“The Hospital’s usual patient-intake number is 55, but on 
occasions it has expanded to 60 or more. . . . Praise 
with us for a number who come to us for bodily mennng and 
receive healing for their souls as well. 

*‘ It is certainly encouraging to find how many of the 
Church members became Christians while patients in our 
hospital. Previously the hospital had its own evangelist, 


- but now all the evangelistic work is done by different 


members of the Church. Each out-patient morning there 
are those who preach and do personal work. ‘Twice a 
week the members of the Women’s Service League preach . 
and do personal evangelism in the Women’s Wards, while : 
the Church Pastor and Evangelist work in the men’s. 
Some of the coolies help in this work, too, and it is really 
- grand to see their zeal. Different members of the hospital 
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Staff are responsible for their own = worship as well as 
the ward prayers. | 

“This summer-we are expecting two Chinese Doctors 
to return to Langchung after a post-graduate course in the 
States. That will mean two Chinese Doctors and four 
British Doctors on our Staff. With so many, it is hoped we 


shall be able to open a branch Dispensary and so reach many 


of the country people with the Gospel and give them medical 
help. Please pray that this objective may be reached. 
It would certainly be approved of by the present govern- 
ment, I feel sure ! ”’ 

‘“‘I fear I have made this letter rather lengthy. In 
closing let me say how much I have appreciated the letters 
that have come from some of you. I fear I have not 
answered them all yet, so — take this as a temporary 
acknowledgment.”’ 

From the B.C.M.S. area come the following notes : 

Kwangan. There were eighteen baptisms at Easter- 


The dispensary has now moved into proper accommoda- 
tion, capable of housing three in-patients besides the sixty 
to seventy daily out-patients, and Doctor and Mrs. Arm- 
strong are being helped by two trained staff and three 


student nurses. It is expected that by now the hospital — 


block will have been built for-eight patients. The future 
of the whole work in Kwangan remains uncertain because of 
its non-registration by the government authorities on the 
grounds that the foreign element is too much in evidence. 

‘Yochih. Bishop Bevan has sent an interesting account 
of his visit which he has paid to this outstation, and speaks 
of the remarkable progress which has been made there, 


not merely in growth of numbers, but in the’ depth ” 


spirituality and evangelistic effectiveness. 

General. Our missionaries in the West China field are 
a good example of the cost involved in missionary work in 
present-day China, and they would value prayer concerning 
their domestic circumstances. Lionel Davis (7) is in 
England and the other three boys with Mr. and Mrs. Davis ; 
Frank Armstrong (10) is at Kuling, and: has not seen his 
parents for eighteen months, Ann (6) is in England, and 
Susan (almost 4) is at Kwangan, without any suitable 
facilities for schooling. 
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D.A.W.C. ANNUAL MEETING 


In connection with the Day of Prayer and Gifts on Thursday, 
June 22nd, 1950, the Annual Meeting of the Association 
was held by kind permission of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society) at the Bible House, 146, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4 at 3 p.m., the Rev. L. F. E. Wilkinson, as 
Chairman of the Association, presiding. : 

After the meeting had been opened with prayer, the 
Chairman spoke of the manner in which the Israelites of 
old, when faced with a crisis in national affairs, first cried 
to God for help and then showed their faith by appointing 
singers to praise Him. Victory followed. Our friends in 
West China ,are facing great trials now : let us pray that 
they, too, may be kept praising and singing—the activity 
of faith. 

The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. J. H. Wenham, then presented 
the Audited Accounts and Balance Sheet for the year 
ended March gist, 1950. These showed Receipts (in 
addition to the Investment of £200 in 34% War Loan, and 
including a balance of £45:11:7 from the previous year) 
amounting to £621:3:3. A sum of £311:19:6 had been 


_ Yemitted to the Bishops in West China which, with Home — 


Expenses amounting to £209:2:8, left a Balance in hand 
of £100:1:1. Mr. Wenham pointed out that, with the 
death of many of our old and generous subscribers and the 
reduced incomes of others making it necessary for them to 
cut down their contributions, the income of the Association _ 
was going steadily downhill, and it is therefore urgent that . 
all should do their utmost to interest more € people and get 
new subscribers. 

The Meeting then seonaaied to the election of Officers 
and Committee. Mr. Wenham, who has given such 
valuable service as Hon. Treasurer for the past 28 years, is 
now finding the pressure of other business too great to give 
as much time as he would like to the Association. It was 
therefore proposed and seconded that Mr. David Carter 
should be appointed as co-Treasurer. The following were 


then elected : | 
Chairman (elected for three aioli Rev. L. F. E. 
Wilkinson. 
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Joint Hon. Treasurers: Mr. J. H. Wenham and Mr. 
David Carter. (One year). 
Organising Secretary : Miss F. Hughes-Hallett. 
(One year). 


Executive Committee : All previous members, with the 
addition of Mr. Carter (ex-officio) and Mr W. 
Stark Toller. : 


After the Organising Secretary’s brief notices and the 
singing of a hymn, Mrs. H. Gordon Thompson told how 
she and Dr. Thompson, seeking a gap which they might 
fill in China, heard from their daughter of the need of the 
C.M.S. Hospital at Mienchu and offered to go there while 
Dr. Chang was in England. She described their journey 
with its interesting contacts and the missionary institutions, 
such as the Ladies’ College in Colombo and the College and 
Schools in Hongkong, which they were able to visit en 
route to Chengtu and Mienchu. During the trip between 
these last two places she was struck by the friendliness of 
the people and wondered if we in this country were as 
ready to welcome and talk to strangers from another land. 
On arrival at the Hospital their hearts were filled with 
thankfulness as they met the medical and nursing staff, the 
Biblewoman and the servants who all seemed one big 
family witnessing to the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Sister Jackman (now Mrs. David Thompson) is doing a 
grand piece of work in training the nurses—a work in which 


_ she had need of great patience. Some are keen Christians ; 


others are asking to be prepared for baptism. Mrs. U., 
the Biblewoman, is a great help to them as well as to the 
patients for whom as well as for the staff morning prayers 


are conducted daily with a short talk. 


_ Mrs. Thompson also mentioned a band of Christian 
women in the city who pay monthly visits to various homes 
to witness for Christ and to teach those who gather to 
listen. ‘There have been also meetings at a Summer School 
where both men and women are trained in methods of 
evangelism. She asked for prayer for all the needs of the 
work, and especially for another missionary nurse to_ help 
Sister Jackman and to take her place when she comes 
home on furlough. 
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The Rev. Canon H. A. Wittenbach then led a period 


of intercession for the work in Western Szechwan ; and 
this was followed by another hymn. 

The second speaker was the Rev. B. F. Adeney who said 
it was just a year since he and his wife had reluctantly 
come home from Eastern Szechwan to which they looked 
forward to return eventually, for he felt it was a real 
privilege to be in China in such days as these, of upheaval 
and change. He believes that missionaries have a real 
contribution to make to the new China. We all sometimes 
fear the outcome of present conditions, but look forward — 
with faith and hope in God Who still has a plan and work 
for us to do, though we may be almost overwhelmed by the 
immensity of the task, and the amount of work to be done. 
He spoke of the. crowds to be seen on the streets on market 
_days—men and women among whom the need and the 

opportunity are so great—and of the numbers of markets 
and farmhouses still untouched by the Gospel message, and 
without a single witness for Christ. ‘That was true before 
the Communists came ; and now that Communist doctrines 
are coming into every habitation it is a challenge to us here 
and to the workers there—the challenge of the unreached 
. multitudes. Let us pray that we at home may do our part. 
We praise God for news of churches witnessing for Christ 
where services are still being carried on in the midst of all 
the difficulties ; but so many are isolated little country 
churches with small opportunities and little learning. What 
will happen to them? How will the weaker churches 
fare? God can make the Bible plain to them and teach 
them ; and we can help by prayer. We can thank God, 
too, that He is working in East Szechwan. | 

Mr. Adeney mentioned specific cases of patients brought 
to Christ in the Paoning Hospital ; and spoke also of the 
small branch hospital, staffed by nurses from Paoning 
(Langchung), which has been opened recently by Dr. 
Armstrong in the Kwang-an (B.C.M.S.) area for fe he 
asked our prayers. We must face the challenge of the 
unfinished task—the need of the Churches for our support, 
and the need of the missionaries in these days of uncertainty 
and restriction. We do need to pray for revival, and for 
eyes open to see and seize every opportunity. When God 
closes one door, He so often opens another, and when one 
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way of sien the Gospel known closes, He so often makes 


another. 

After another time of intercession for Eastern Reicliiien, 
the meeting was closed with the Blessing, and the company 
then adjourned for tea. © 

Including the collection (£8:3:0 after paying expenses 
for the tea), the gifts received amounted to 4 22:7:7, as 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONORARY 
TREASURER 


THE nest year has been an anxious one for the friends of 
the Diocesan Association. In addition to the uncertain 


situation in China, our receipts have again shown a decline | 


of some ten per cent, and the outlook for the future is 
_ darkened by the fact that one most generous friend was 
called to her rest last winter who, for many years past, has 


contributed nearly one fifth of our total income. In these. 


days of crushing taxation and ever falling personal incomes 
it is hard to find new subscribers to take the place of such 
old and faithful friends, and in consequence of reduced 
income it has been necessary to cut down our grants to 
West China by £130. | 

_ But God can only all our needs if only we il Him with 
_ simple faith. So may we be faithful in prayer as well as 
almsgiving. 

Finally may I ask for your prayerful support for our new 
joint Honorary Treasurer, Mr. David R. Carter, of High 
Beech, Nutfield, Surrey, who has kindly come in to lighten 
my labours ? J. H. WENHAM. 


July, 1950. 
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_YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 


Prayer Cycle | 
EASTERN SZECHWAN : 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ANG. _ 
ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 


K WANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 
PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 


NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING.. 


NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. [ 


-YOCH’IH. 


KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 


. CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 


TACHU. 
TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 


| WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 


LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 
KATHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN. 
FENGKIEH (K WEIF U), YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : 


MOWCHOW. 
P*ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU (EASTERN Drocem). 


CHONGPA. 
MIENYANG (MIENCHOW), TSETONG. 
ANHSIEN. | 

MIENCHU. SHIHFANG. 

TEHYANG. 

KWANGHAN (HANCHOW). 


SINTU. 


CHONGKIANG. 
CHENGTU. 
UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPECIAL TOPICS FOR 
THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 


LET Us THANK Gop ; 


For all that He has given to the two Dineen’ in recent 
years through the leadership of Bishop Bevan and Bishop 
Song. 


For manifest evidence of the working of the Holy Spirit 
in some of the Pastorates, and the resulting keenness of 
Christians to witness to their faith. 


_ For the numbers attending Gospel meetings and the 
anxiety of the people to hear the message. _ 


For His blessing on the Annual Meeting of the D.A.W.C. 
and for .the gifts of His — — the Association 
during the past year. 


LET Us Pray 


That God will Himself choose and equip those who 
shall be appointed as the new diocesan Bishops in both 
dioceses, giving them all the courage, wisdom and grace 
that they will need for their work. | 


For all new converts, especially those who have been. 
recently baptised and confirmed, that they may be kept 
true and faithful and may bear effective witness to others. 


For the weaker Christians in all the churches, that the 
spirit of fear may be cast out and that they may realise 
their oneness with other Christians of very: race and 
tongue. | 

For those facing special difficulties and opportunities in 
the University and in school work at this time. For the 
Nurses in our Mission Hospitals and those who : are e seeking 
to train and help them. | 


That the brigandage which makes SO dangerous 
_ may soon be put down ; and for the safety of those ‘whe 
have to travel from place to place. 


That God will bless and guide Bishop Maxivell in am his 
work and witness while at home. That we may all be 
quick to seize opportunities for enlisting the prayer and 
support of others for the Church in Western China. 
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PRAYER FOR WESTERN CHINA 


LMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank — 

Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto Thyself bj 

precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the gift of Thy sanctifying 
Spirit. May we show our love to Thee by loving the souls for 


throughout the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 
blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy flock in 
Western China, and all who are associated with them in their work — 
for Thee. May Thy presence be with our missionary brethren and 
sisters who are seeking to bring the knowledge of Thee to those who 
know Thee not. _May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their 
work and bring it to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray also for those who 
know Thee not that they may be drawn by the cords of Thy Fatherly 
love to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, that they and we may work and 
pray together for the return of our King to establish His Everlasting 
Kingdom. | 

Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest comfort and strengthen all 
who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other anxiety ; 
cheer and encourage all who are in special need of Thy help ; and 
bring both them and us to Thy Heavenly Kingdom, through Jesus, 


Christ our Lord. ate Amen. 
Organising Secretary and Editor of the magazine : 


Miss F. Hucues-HAtiett, Kienning, 13, Woodcote Avenue, 
Wallington, Surrey. | | 
fo whom all communications should be addressed. 


§ 


Four Streams is issued three or four times a year, and is sent free of 
charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the funds of the Diocesan 
Association. Others who wish for the Magazine can obtain it from | 
the Org. Sec. on payment of 2/- per annum (to include postage) ;. 
but it should be pointed out that this sum does not cover the cost. 


The Diocesan Association exists to help the Bishops of the Dioceses 
of Eastern and Western Szechwan, and to call forth prayer and gifts 
for the work in that part of China. The Organizing Secretary will 


be glad to give further information on request. 
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| Christ died, and by seeking to make known His glorious salvation 
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| 
| ofKiangyu frien chang | 
Avhsien *Teetung Hume Suanhan 
enchu eZoki Futsunyi Yingshan Kaikiang Linkiaggshih Yunanchang Fengkieh 
Chengtu | © Liangshon 
Yechi engan 
| 
@ Jienkiang 
¢ 
Hochwan! 
Cahungkin 


P’ing-wu and Kiangyu, although in the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are 
stations of the C.I.M. B.C.M.S. representatives are working in the Kwangan 
area of Eastern Szechwan, and members of the Church Army are working with 


N.B. 
the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan. 
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